
  

 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Title: Little Johnny Brown 

Week: February 17-21 

Source: Various 

Materials:  
Blanket/Bandana 

 

MPG/Big Idea: 
MPG1: Develop skills in music reading 
MPG 3: Listen to music with 
understanding 

State Standard: 
9.1 
9.2 
9.3 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
1. Music reading skills provide the basis for creating, understanding and performing music 
3. Music from various styles, cultures and historical eras globally affects all individuals 
 

Essential Questions: 
1. What is music? 
3. How does music impact all of us? 
 

Knowledge: 
1. Local music has impacted us individually and globally 
2. Knowledge of multi-cultural music is a necessity in developing 
the ability to understand music as an art that transcends physical boundaries 
1. Musical works from varied historical periods are an important part of musical literature 
1. Everyone can sing 
2. Singing a wide variety of music either alone or in groups will create challenging singing scenarios 
 

Skills: 
 
Cultural Context 
1. Perform examples of American folk music 
 
Historical Context 
1. Recognize musical examples from various 
historical periods 
 
Vocal Skills 
4. Perform one or more of the following: 
traditional songs, singing games, chants and/or 
rhymes 
 
 

Procedure: 
1. Tell the story of Johnny Brown. 
Long ago, at the time when there was slavery in 
the United States, there was a slave boy named 
Little Johnny Brown. Even 
though he wasn’t very tall, he felt big and 
important because he was good at picking cotton. 
He was proud to weigh his 
bag and let everyone know how much cotton he 
could pick. One day, the boss told Johnny his bag 
weighed 20 pounds, 
even though it really weighed more than 40 
pounds. Johnny decided that if the boss could 
cheat him, he would cheat the 
boss, and started putting rocks in his bag along 
with the cotton that he picked. Johnny’s mother 
found out what he was 
doing, and made him spread his blanket on the 



ground and empty his bag, so that she could see 
what was in it. When she 
saw the rocks, she was not happy, and told him 
that even though the man cheated Johnny out of 
his money, it was wrong 
for Johnny to cheat. She said that if Johnny would 
always be honest, he would grow up to be a 
better man than his boss. 
2. Explain to the children that “Little Johnny 
Brown” is a folk song that was learned by singing 
and playing before it was ever written down. 
3. Explain that “Little Johnny Brown” is a ring 
“play” song, in which the children in the circle 
support and mimic the “player(s)” in the center of 
the ring. 
4. Discuss the differences between the Call and 
the Response parts of the song. Explain to the 
children that there are different words for the Call, 
but the words in the Response sequence will 
always be the same (“Johnny Brown”). 
5. Teach the song by rote 
Directions for Circle Song/ Game: 
1. Form a circle with the children.  
2. Allow a few minutes for the children to think of 
and practice a movement that they will perform 
when it is their turn to be “Johnny Brown.”  
3. You may wish to have a standard movement, 
like patting the beat on thighs, for instance, 
in case a child cannot think of a motion to perform 
during the singing.  
4. Consider quickly practicing the movement for 
“Lope like a buzzard.” 
5. Give a blanket/bandana to one child - this child 
will be the first “Johnny Brown”.   
Lyrics Movement by phrase… 
Little Johnny Brown: “Johnny Brown” spreads 
blanket on floor in center of the circle. 
Fold down the corner: “Johnny Brown” folds 
blanket in half diagonally four times. 
Give it to your friend now: “Johnny Brown” 
picks up the blanket and gives it to a friend in the 
circle. 
Make a little motion: “Johnny Brown” makes a 
motion. All copy the motion. 
Lope like a buzzard: “Johnny Brown” and a 
friend in the circle wave arms and move like a 
buzzard to change places: “Johnny Brown” takes 
the friend's place in the circle and the friend 
becomes the next “Johnny Brown.”  
6. Play continues. 
 



Note by Phyllis Thomas @  
https://www.stantons.com/media/482232/lorenz-
75_1013h.pdf 
“Little Johnny Brown” is a circle play song from 
the islands off the coast of South Carolina and 
Georgia, slightly modified from a version 
collected by Alan Lomax in Step It Down by Bessie 
Jones and Bess Lomax Hawes. It has many 
variants, one of which can be found in Sail 
Away, edited by Eleanor G. Locke. 

 

Assessment: 
-formative assessment 

 


